LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

Kishor's eye, the star of the Goswami family ot Santipur,
and the most glorious descendant of the house of Adwaita.
There was something in the child which captivated the
heart of the father and attracted the loving attention of
all who approached him. The initiation of a child into
the practice of taking solid food is regarded by the Hindus
as a solemn occasion and is celebrated in every Hindu
household, with a prayerful attitude as well as with pomp
and eclat. When the child Vijaykrishna was first given
the prasad of Shyam Sundar, Anand Kishor burst into
tears in excess of delight. The invited guests, unable to
plumb the depths of his feelings, said, "Why are you
shedding tears on such an auspicious day ? This bodes
no good to the child." Neither the father nor the guests
had any idea that, in return for the material food which
the child was going to take, he was destined to give the
world something which would nourish the souls and minds
of countless men and women for a long period to come.

Anand Kishor breathed his last, when Vijaykrishna
was a mere child. After his departure to the land of final
beatitude, he appeared before his son several times in
spiritual body. Gopi Madhav, the elder brother of
Anand Kishor, expressed a wish in his death-bed that his
wife should adopt one of Anand Kishor's sons. This had
been long before Anand Kishor married Swarnamoyee.
Anand Kishor replied, "What means this? I am a
widower/' But the elder brother replied, with a sweet
smile playing on his lips, "You are destined to have two
sons. Somehow or other I have learnt this. One of them
will be my wife's foster-child." In compliance with this
proposal, Vijaykrishna was given over to Krishna Moni,
the wife of Gopi Madhav. Anand Kishor did not live
to carry this into execution. Vijaykrishna loved his own
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